
Emergency Preparedness 



Emergency Preparedness 
• Be aware of and knowledgeable about the 

natural disasters that could occur in your area.  

• Have a plan in place for fire, tornado, flood or 
other applicable scenarios to protect your 
customers and your staff.  

 



You Have To Have A Plan 

• Identify the situations or disasters you might 
face on your farm and create plans for each. 
Include aspects like: 

– Evacuation (provide building or site maps) 

– Where will people go? 

– Educate your staff ahead of time 

– Keep your shelter location stocked of necessities 
(more on this later) 

 



Rainy Day Plans 
Rubber boots for everyone 

• Every farm should have a Plan B or Rainy Day Plan 
but what about a severe weather plan B? 

– Should you cancel a scheduled event due to a bad 
weather forecast? 

– If you decide to host that event, how can you 
educate guests to the farm of proper procedures? 

– Who will monitor the weather during the event 
and alterations to plans for that event? 



Post Emergency Directions 

• Along with site maps, include SIMPLE posted 
directions for guests.   

– Don’t think yelling over a crowd during an 
emergency will give them all the appropriate 
directions they need. If you have it, use a PA 
system but also have directions posted as a back-
up.  

 

 



Fire 

• Whether inside or outside, fire could occur 
and you need to make sure there are clear 
paths and directions for customer safety.  

• In buildings, most fire codes require EXIT signs 
over doors for fire evacuation.  

• Be sure staff and visitors know your protocol.  

• Instruct parents or adults with children that 
they are responsible for their young people. 



• The destruction and injury caused by a tornado depends 
on the intensity, size, path, time of day, and amount of 
time they are on the ground. Wind from tornadoes can 
reach more than 200 miles per hour, and damage paths 
can be more than 1 mile wide and 50 miles long.  

• Damage can range from light to catastrophic. Injuries can 
be minor, serious, or life-threatening. Fatalities can result 
even in the lower-rated tornadoes (EF0/EF1). Wind from 
tornadoes can cause structural damage, transform debris 
into deadly projectiles, move and destroy houses, de-
bark trees, and roll cars. 

• A tornado may disrupt transportation, power, water, gas, 
communications, and other services in its direct path and 
in neighboring areas.  

• Heavy rains, flash flooding, and hail can occur from 
related thunderstorms 

Dangers of Tornadoes 





http://www.community.fema.gov/connect.ti/AmericasPrepareathon 

The National Weather Service (NWS) issues a tornado watch when weather 
conditions in an area indicate an increased risk for severe weather that may be 
capable of producing a tornado.  
 
NWS issues a tornado warning when a tornado has been sighted or indicated 
by weather radar.  
 
Get more information about Warning Systems & Signals. 
 
Many communities have text or email alerting systems for emergency 
notifications.  To find out what alerts are available in your area, do an Internet 
search with your town, city, or county name and the word “alerts.”  
 
 

Emergency Notifications 
 

http://www.ready.gov/alerts


BEST PROTECTION 

The best protection in all tornadoes is provided by a structure built to the Federal  

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) safe room or the International Code  

Council (ICC) 500 storm shelter standards. These structures provide near-absolute  

protection 

 

MODERATE PROTECTION 

In a sturdy building, a small, interior, windowless room, such as a closet or bathroom,  

on the lowest level of the building provides moderate protection. A floor below  

ground is best. In these locations, use additional personal cover. Use what is available  

to cover yourself, such as a coat or blanket, and cover your head and neck with  

your arms. To make sure you know the safest location in a building, called the Best  

Available Refuge Area, get an evaluation by a qualified architect or structural engineer.  

This is the most commonly available protective action for tornadoes. 

 

MINIMAL/INADEQUATE PROTECTION 

Some locations do not provide protection from tornadoes, including: manufactured  

(mobile) homes/offices, the open space of open-plan buildings (e.g., malls, big retail  

stores, and gymnasiums), vehicles, and the outdoors 

 

America’s PrepareAthon! 

www.ready.gov/prepare 

 



Do You Need A Safe Room? 
 

Building owners should ask themselves several questions when 
considering whether to install a safe room: 
 
• What is my risk of tornadoes and/or hurricanes? 

 
• What existing refuge options do I have if a tornado  
• or hurricane occurs in my location? 

 
• What level of safety am I comfortable with? 

 
• How feasible is it to construct a safe room, and what  
• are the costs? 
 



Emergency Planning and  
Emergency Supply Kit 

You can take two important steps to provide protection 
for you, your family, or employees during a hurricane or 
tornado:  
1. Put an emergency supply kit together.  
2. Prepare an emergency plan  

- notifying local emergency managers, first responders (local fire 
stations), and family members or others outside the immediate area 
that you have a safe room. Register the precise coordinates (latitude 
and longitude) of the entrance to the safe room with your local 
officials (note that this should be done once the safe room is 
constructed, rather than waiting until an extreme wind event is 
imminent). This will allow emergency personnel to find and quickly 
free you after the storm if the exit from your safe room becomes 
blocked by debris.  



Emergency Supply Kit 



For more information, refer to the Business Emergency Plan at 
www.ready.gov/business.  



Resource list 

- TAKING SHELTER FROM THE STORM, http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1418837471752-
920f09bb8187ee15436712a3e82ce709/FEMA_P-320_2014_508.pdf 

 

- You can get more information about safe rooms from FEMA publications, which you can obtain free of charge 
by visiting the FEMA Library online at FEMA. 

gov/resource-document-library, calling FEMA at 1-800-480-2520, by faxing your request to FEMA at 240-699-
0525, or by writing to FEMA Distribution Center, 4440 Buckeystown Pike, Frederick, MD 21704. These  

publications include the following: 

Safe Rooms for Tornadoes and Hurricanes: Guidance for Community and Residential Safe Rooms, FEMA P-361  

Safe Room Resources DVD, FEMA 388  

Tornado Protection – Selecting Refuge Areas in Buildings, FEMA P-431 

 

- You can also find helpful resources at www.ready.gov, a website dedicated to preparedness maintained by the 
Department of Homeland Security. Hurricane- and tornado-specific documents on READY.gov include 
suggested emergency supply kits, food and water suggestions, being informed about alerts, and making a plan 
to protect your family, among many other topics.  
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Violent Intruder Plan 



Lockdown or Violent Intruder Drills 

• Unfortunately this type of event is all too 
familiar and even though we think it won’t 
happen close to us or we think, “why would 
they come to a farm?” … you have to be 
prepared. 

 



School Response 

• In schools across the nation, response to a 
reported violent intruder on the premises 
includes locking classroom doors, covering 
windows, barricading doors, hiding behind 
overturned tables and avoiding doors and 
windows.  

• What can your response be?  



Violent Intruder on Farm 

• Your response could be similar to a tornado 
threat - take everyone to a safe room that is 
secure.  

• Similar to registering your tornado shelter 
with local officials, make sure someone 
outside your employees knows your plan for 
this situation. I.E. would police know to look 
for you in the storm shelter?  

 



Secure Area 

• Who is watching your entrance and could 
report an intruder? 

• How could they communicate a threat to 
everyone on your property?  

• Once again, make sure your staff know the 
protocol for such an event.  



CPR/First Aid Certifications 



First Aid Stations 

• Have clearly marked 
First Aid Station(s) on 
your farm. 

• Identify trained 
personnel to conduct 
first aid.  

• Report injuries with an 
incident report form 
for a paper trail.  

 



CPR Certification 

There are many First Aid and CPR certifications offered: 
• American Red Cross 
• American Heart Association 
• Emergency Care and Safety Institute 
• American Safety and Health Institute 
Find more information at http://www.okdhs.org/programsandservices/cc/prvdrs/lic/train/docs/trainrellinks.htm 

 
• Other possible locations: 

Local tech schools or universities  
     Community centers 
 
Cost: Free or up to $70 per class 

http://www.okdhs.org/programsandservices/cc/prvdrs/lic/train/docs/trainrellinks.htm
http://www.okdhs.org/programsandservices/cc/prvdrs/lic/train/docs/trainrellinks.htm


Keep It Current 

• CPR certification is good for two-years and 
then must be renewed.  

• Your certified instructor will issue you a card 
upon completion of courses. Maintain a copy 
for your records.  

 


