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First, a Little Pumpkin History

Pumpkins
= Originated in Americas

= Important food source for
Native Americans
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= Popular for Halloween mrkt.

Technically

= Winter squash

Characteristics

= Store long periods

s Nutritious

o Good source of Vitamins A, C
potassium, & fiber
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Presentation Notes
Most pumpkins are Cucurbita pepo
Bulldog is Cucurbita maxima
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 Production Requirements
« Varieties

o Fertility

e Spacing & planting
 Weed control

« Pest management

e Harvest




Growing Conditions

Bare soil or plasticulture

Establishment Hay-grazer windbreaks
= Direct seed 3¢ wk. of June * Every 2-3 rows
= 6-20 through 24 Regular sprays for pests
= Soil temp > 70°F = Weed control use pre @ plnt.
= Direct seed = 10-14 days for insect/disease
o 3-5 in-row, 6-15" between rows
Fertility

= 90-120 Ibs. N/acre
= 100 Ibs. P/acre

= 200 Ibs. K/acre
Irrigation & pollinators needed




End of Season

End of season

= Indicator of
= Disease resistance

=  How well you
=  Watered, fertilized
=  Controlled other pests

Harvest
= 100-120 days
= Depends on variety

Post harvest

= Cure 10 days @ 80-85°F, 80%
relative humidity.

= Store @ 50-55°F, 75% relative
humidity




A Word About Sprayers

, B

If you're going to spray
= Do a good job 7
o Calibrate sprayer

o Don’t spray for insects
& disease with sprayer
used for weed control

= A tractor mounted
sprayer reduces your
exposure to pesticides

= Read & follow labels
= Invest in adequate sprayer




2010 & 2011 PumpKkin Trial
Bixby then Perkins

Purpose

= Performance
s Hybrid & O.P.
= Disease resistance
= Conventional
production
o Open soil growing
system @ Bixby
o Plasticulture @ Perkins
o Fertility & pest
management

14 varieties
= 5 size groups
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Direct seeded 6/21/10
3 replications in rbd
15 feet bed centers  thinned to 3 feet between plants in row
Plots 24 feet long
	Herbicide tankmix pre Sandea 0.032 + Curbit 0.56 lbs ai/acre
Sorghum x sudan planted between rows for windbreaks & virus control
	Windbreaks mown 3 times to 2 ft. height
Nitrogen 110 lbs N/acre

Harvested on 10/5/10, 10/12/10,  10/20/10

Insecticide and fungicide applications 10-14 day intervals


Group 1: Very Small <2 Ibs
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Group 2: Small 3-4.5 Ibs

Small Sugar-O.P. ¥ \ p _ B sucar
3.0 Ibs/frt. 11,261 & 10,446 & N N\ S
Ibs/acre . Y )

Classic pie pumpkin



Group 3: Small Medium 8-9 |bs




Group 4: Medium 10-14 Ibs

Magician
Seedway




Group 5: Larger Medium 15-20 lbs

| Gold Rush
Seedway







Detailed Results Available

HORTICULTURE AND
lLANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

2010 & 2011 results available —
2010 Vegetable
Trial Report

on-line at:

= http:/ /www.hortla.oksta
te.edu/industry/vegetabl
es/index.htm

MP-164: Oklahoma
Vegetable Trial Report

= On-line at website above

MP-164

Department of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture
Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources
Oklahoma State University
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